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“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord.” 

I Corinthians 15:58 KJV 


Greetings Dear Readers: 


As we approach mid-year and consider all that we have or have not accomplished thus far, 
it is vital that we take close inventory of the spiritual goals in which we set for 2015. In 
doing so, we can more closely examine those things that have hindered, or that which has 
kept us from being our very best in Christ. When we make a concerted effort to do this 
periodically, we can better assess the level of our commitment and the effectiveness of our 
contributions to the Kingdom. 


If you have yet to attain your mid-year commitments, or perhaps you have drifted off the 
original course set in the New Year, you will find The Whole Truth to be a consistent, 
reliable source of inspiration and encouragement, wherever you may be on your spiritual 
journey. When we remain prayerful, study the Word of God and tap in to scripturally- 
sound resources, such as The Whole Truth magazine, we will abound in the work of the 
Lord. I therefore encourage each of you to remain steadfast in accomplishing all of your 
goals, this year and beyond. 


In His Service, 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 

Church of God In Christ, Inc. 
The Seventh In Succession 


. Superintendent Nate 
» & Evangelist Tarsha Jeffers 
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(Kidz Church is available during Sunday 
Morning & WOW Wednesday Services) 
7201-! PARKLANE RD. 


COLUMBIA SC 29230 
Phone: 888.686.4890 


 £ @AllNationsCogic 


. @ancCogic 


(eS @allnationscogic 


Visit us at www.theanc.org 


Dear Readers: 


We pray that you are enjoying a productive, fruitful summer season thus far. It is often said that of 
all the seasons, summer is the time of year that invokes the most joy. With flowers in full bloom 
and the trees and grass at their greenest, summer is a time of much needed relaxation and vacation 
from, what can feel like, the mundane routines of life. 


If for some reason, however, this summer is not bringing you its usual, anticipated joy, we encour- 
age you to lean on the joy of the Lord by allowing Him to permeate your spirit. After all, He is 
the Creator of the sunshine that lends happiness and joy to so many during this time. 


If you seek helpful resources, you will find this issue of The Whole Truth to be no less than the 
uplifting source of motivation that it always is, as we explore reasons to press forth with inspiring 
articles such as “Reverse Is Not an Option.” This issue also offers insightful articles of change 
and self-reflection, such as “We Have an Altar,” and informative, thought-provoking pieces, such 
as “Evangelism Under Attack.” 


We pray that you are blessed by this issue and blessed to have a safe and joy-filled summer. 


By His Grace, 


dy U. 


April Quillen 


Nigerian Pastor 
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hile this scripture is quoted 

countless times in American 
churches, few truly understand the 
depth of its meaning. Although it 
was written about two thousand 
years ago, the ministry of Nigerian 
Pastor Sylvester Ambrose Useo- 
bong makes the words as rel- 
evant now as they were when the 
Apostle Paul penned them. Pas- 
tor Usenobong was targeted and 
killed by a terrorist group known 
as Boko Haram, for preaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The congregational song 
“T’m a Soldier in the Army of the 
Lord” would be so appropriate 
when remembering his work; espe- 
cially the verse that says “I believe 
[Il die in the army of the Lord.” 
To understand the full 

significance of this tragic death, 
you must know more about Pastor 
Usenobong. As a COGIC pastor, 
he was described as a progressive 
man of God. His church was an 
attractive, large brick edifice. He 
is reported to have had more than 
1,000 members. His wife, Mrs. 
Eno Sylvester Usenobong, served 
alongside him. Pastor Usenobong 
was well aware of the danger of 
preaching the gospel, but indicated 
that he must be faithful to the call 
from God. His church was located 
in the Maidugari Bomu state in 
Nigeria. Many Christians have 
suffered attacks from Boko Haram 
in Northern Nigeria; however, the 
attack that came that infamous 


“For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith...” 


day in 2009 took the life of Pastor 
Usenobong and two church 
members. 

‘This pastor lived out the 
meaning of the song, “I'll Go, I'll 
Go, If the Lord wants Somebody, 
Here am I Oh Lord Send Me.” 
Called by God, he preached the 
gospel in spite of the threat or 
danger. A website has been con- 
structed to honor his memory and 
legacy. 

His passion to preach the 
gospel in spite of the circum- 
stances may sound very foreign 
to the western churches. He was 
truly “sold out” to the God that he 
preached about. American televi- 
sion and social media have glam- 
orized the preaching of the gospel. 
Popularity, finances and control 
of the laity makes preaching very 
inviting for some. While some 
American pastors are still trying to 
attain greater titles and positions 
for the sake of the flesh, those on 
the foreign fields actually lay their 
lives on the line. 


Bishop Vincent Mathews 
is the newly appointed Interna- 
tional Missions President. He is 
convinced that the deaths of Pastor 
Usenobong and other members are 
not in vain. 


(2 Timothy 4:6-7) 


“The climate of persecu- 
tion against Christians by Boko 
Haram in Northern Nigeria has not 
lessened,” said Bishop Mathews. 
“There are continual, shameless 
acts defying Christianity. How- 
ever, the saints have not cow- 
ered away, but are mobilizing to 
evangelism and missions efforts. 
Masses of Muslims are giving 
their lives to Jesus in spite of be- 
ing alienated, losing their jobs, 
families and even possibly their 
lives.” 

According to Bishop 
Mathews, since persecution is on 
the rise, there are underground 
COGIC churches in various parts 
of the world, including China and 
Pakistan. Nigeria is the exception. 
Its churches are not underground 
because the government does not 
forbid the churches to meet. The 
opposition comes from clandes- 
tine terrorist persecutors. COGIC 
members are suffering other hor- 
rors. Kidnapping and the burn- 
ing of churches is taking place 
and spreading to other nations as 
well. A COGIC church in India 
under Bishop Bevin Lawrence was 
burned down by Hindu extremists. 
Churches are being persecuted in 
Kenya, Sudan and many Middle 
Eastern countries. 


lessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, 
for my sake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward 
in heaven: for so perse- 
cuted they the prophets 


which were before you. 
(Matthew 5:1 1-12). 


When you listen to the 
average American COGIC member 
testify, it appears their level of per- 
secution includes being whispered 
about, lied on and sometimes 


workplace. 
An extreme 
level may 
cause them to be denied their 
rights to pray openly in certain 
places. However, our COGIC 
brothers and sisters in foreign 
lands realize persecution on a totally 
different level. They are targeted 
for bodily harm, experience loss of 
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property, threats of imprisonment, 
kidnapping or death for preaching 
in the name of Jesus. They have a 
different understanding of “lifting 
up the blood stained banner for 
our Lord.” 

The Nigerian government 
is not hostile to Christians. When 
Pastor Sylvester Usenobong was 
killed, two girls were also ab- 
ducted by these terrorists. By 
the grace of God, they were later 
rescued by security operatives. 
“The Government is attempting to 
protect people by fighting Boko 
Haram,” said Bishop Mathews. 
“They have been joined by other 
governments, such as Cameroon, 
to help push back the terrorists. 
However, the covert ways that this 


group functions is difficult to fight. 


Boko Haram has recently pledged 
allegiance to ISIS, which brings 
more resources. Although Nigeria 


has had a recent election and the 
new government has pledged to 
stamp out corruption and terror, 
that remains to be seen.” 

It is imperative that our 
American COGIC members know 
the truth about these terrorists. 


The church at large must under- 
stand what our COGIC brothers 
and sisters are facing abroad. 
Jesus declared that in the last days, 
perilous times would come. The 
Christians in America must realize 
that these times are already here. 
Bishop Mathews says he 
is aware that there is a debate in 
America about terrorists as part of 
any religion. He said that while it 
has become politically correct 
to detach religion from their 
actions, this would be intellectu- 
ally dishonest. ““Boko Haram, 
Al Shabaab, ISIS, Al Queda 
and others exist because of their 
interpretation of the Koran,” he 
insists. He also admits that they 
not only fight against Christians, 
but against other denominations of 
Muslims. The Sunni are against 
the Shiite. According to Bishop 
Mathews, there are specific tasks 


know the truth about these terrorists. 


that COGIC members who are in 
America and other free nations 
can do to help those persecuted 
abroad. 

“T implore the saints of the 
Church of God in Christ to wake 
up to what is happening world- 


| 
| 
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wide,” said Bishop Mathews. “In 
fact, the church is under a subver- 
Sive attack in America also. Our 
core beliefs are being challenged 
and our children are being indoc- 
trinated to hate the Jesus we wor- 
ship. Once we wake up, we must 
mobilize and get on the offensive. 
While everyone cannot go, we can 
make certain that our front line sol- 
diers are equipped for war,” he said. 

It has been proven that the 
terrorists are funded by individu- 
als in the West and East that send 
cash for them to purchase state-of- 
the-art weapons and equipment. 
Bishop Mathews needs the as- 
sistance of the saints to help him 
carry out the mandate of Presid- 
ing Bishop Charles Blake who is 
going to “hot spots” around the 
globe to advance the gospel. By 
building schools to educate and 
disciple children, Bishop Mathews 
is convinced that this is terrorist 
prevention. 

There is a plan to combat 
the heinous crimes of terrorists 
like those who murdered Pastor 
Usenobong. A historic Leadership 
Summit is taking place in October 
2015 in Limpopo, South Africa. 
COGIC African leaders will come 
together to strategize as to how to 
spread the gospel in this hostile 
climate. 


sheer terror 
and social in- 
justices that are 


& 


being imposed 
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Our American churches 
have been blessed with a myriad 
of departments and auxiliaries. 
This is a great time to determine if 
the church where you serve has an 
active home and foreign missions 
department. While our churches 
have been actively reaching out 
to our communities, we must not 
forget that Jesus said we are to be 
witnesses in Jerusalem (home), 
Judea (community), and the ut- 
termost parts of the world. Bishop 
Blake and Bishop Mathews are both 
sending out a clarion call for help. 

Many can send financial 
relief while some individuals will 
feel compelled to serve in a more 
sacrificial way. This is a work 
that only the Holy Ghost can truly 


direct one to pursue. Twenty five 
years ago, the Christian missionary 
Luis Bush determined that nations 
between 10 and 40 degrees north of 
the equator have the highest level 
of socioeconomic challenges and 
least access to the Christian 
message or resources on the 
planet. Bishop Mathews agrees. 

“We need serious, mission- 
minded workers throughout the 
10/40 window and throughout 
Africa,” said Bishop Mathews. 
“We have “Youth on a Mission” 
that takes groups abroad to serve 
for two weeks. This year, there are 
three teams going to Costa Rica, 
Ghana, West Africa and India. 

We are also recruiting healthy, 
retired individuals that would love 
to serve as missionaries for six 
months to one year somewhere in 
the world, and full-time missionar- 
ies are needed to serve for longer 
periods.” 

Finally, we must reiterate 
that the life and ministry of Pas- 
tor Sylvester Usenobong, along 
with the lives of the other precious 
saints who were killed, will never 
be forgotten. They have joined 
the ranks of John the Baptist, the 
Apostles James and Paul, as well 
as Stephen. We believe the words 
of Psalm 116:15 — “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints.” Although they were mar- 
tyred, they have gone from labor 
to reward. Jesus said in Matthew 
16:25, “For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: and whoso- 
ever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.” TWT 


Sandra Thompson Williams is an author 

and evangelist missionary at New Mt. Zion 
COGIC in St. Louis, Missouri. Superinten- 
dent Jessie Smith is her pastor and Bishop 
R] Ward is her prelate in Eastern Missouri. 
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The Whole Truth predates the Church Of God In Christ as a Pentecostal 
Church. Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the newspaper entitled 
“Truth” in the late 1890’s. The goal of the newspaper then, just as the 
goal of the eMagazine now, is to inspire and to inform. 


The Whole Truth remains the official organ of the Church, is serving in 
an expanded role and has a great legacy. Today, as an eMagazine, its 
pages are here to record, for current readers and generations to come, 
what the Church Of God In Christ is doing. 
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The International Sunday School Department (ISSD) of - 
the Church of God in Christ has a strong and rich history. 
We stand on the shoulders of great men and women who 


_ pioneered this work, traveling and building Sunday School 


departments in every state. Sunday School, the reaching, 
teaching, training and nurturing arm of the church is expe- 
riencing a’‘New Day, New Season and New Department!” 
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By Kiara Davis 


FIND 
YOUR 
PEACE 


GREETINGS 


from the PK Connection! It is 
a new year and we are excited 
for what God has in store 
for all of us. Last year, the 
Church of God in Christ’s 
PK Connection convened 
for the first time in 
St. Louis at the 2014 
Holy Convocation. 


us PKs had in common 


7 If you read the 
last TWT article from 


_ the PK Connection, you 
remember that our initial 


topics included: “You 
treat the church children 
better than your own,” “I 
messed up, now what?” 
and “Letting go of the 
past to prepare for the 
future.” There was indeed 
an atmosphere of freedom 
and deliverance through- 
out that week. One of the 
other topics we discussed 
was understanding the job 
of the ministry and hav- 
ing a better understanding 
of what our parents do. 

I appreciate that 
my father and mother 
made sure that my brother 
and I knew that pastoring 
was not only a ministry 
but also a job. However, 
unlike many other jobs, 

I knew my father was on 
call 24/7. There were 
many occasions when 
the phone would ring in 
the middle of the night 
because a member was in 
need or a couple was hav- 
ing a fight. Or knowing 
that I would not be able 
to see my father in the 
audience for my awards 
assemblies because he 
had to be at Bible study. 
As achild, I would often 
wish to see his face in the 


' crowd, but now that I’m 


older, I understand that 


my father has always had 
- aheart for people and 
-was committed to his call. 


One thing that many of 


was that our mothers 


supported our games, 

our assemblies, and our 
celebrations if our fathers 
couldn’t attend. Yes, I 
have had to share my 
father and mother with 
the congregation, but they 
have made it a priority 

to set aside time for our 
family. Because of that, 

I can have peace with the 
church. 

With ministry 
comes many sacrifices, 
and it’s important for 
pastors and first ladies 
to sit down and talk with 
their children about the 
costs of ministry. As a 
pastor’s kid, there will be 
times when your parents 
can’t be there when you 
want them. But like our 
Heavenly Father, I pray 
they will be there when 
you need them. TWT 


For more information 
regarding the PK Connec- 
tion, please follow us on: 


Twitter 
(@cogicpkconnect) 


Instagram 
(@cogicpkconnection) 


Facebook 
(pkconnectioncogic) 


Kiara Davis, successful school 
teacher and blogger, attends 
New Life Tabernacle COGIC in 
Houston, 1X where her father 
Superintendent Carl A. Davis, |s 
pastor. 
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__ We need your help! 


Ushers & Greeters During Holy Convocation 


Registration Bag Stuffing Friday and Saturday, October 30-31, 2015 
Registration Desk Attendants Tuesday-Friday November 3-6, 2015 Lee 
COGIC St. Louis Community Cleanup Workers | Wednesday, November 4, 2015. y : 
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Christmas in November Saturday, November 7, 2015 
Williams Temple COGIC 1500 Union Blvd. 
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November 2-9, 2015 


108t8 HOLY St. Louis, Misouri 
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from the 
Mission Field 


i to 
ission Leader: 


Bishop 
Vincent 
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By Elder David-George Newsome 


After 40 years of faithful, dedicated and loyal service to the International 
Missions Department of the Church Of God In Christ, Bishop Carlis Moody 
recently retired as president. The song “May the Work that I Have Done Speak 
for Me” certainly could have been written for Bishop Moody. TWT adds our 
congratulations to the many other well wishes on his retirement and continued 
blessings upon his life. 


ur Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle, with the consent of the General Board, 
was charged with the task of selecting a replacement for Bishop Moody. 

After an extensive process of receiving and reviewing applications, conducting 
interviews and vetting the candidates, Presiding Bishop Charles Blake announced 
that Bishop Vincent Mathews, Jr., prelate of the South Africa First Jurisdiction, 
was chosen as the new president of the International Missions Department. Yes, 
the International Missions Department will be led by someone who is a fulltime 
in the foreign field. It is our pleasure to present to our readers this interview 
shop Mathews so that everyone might know who this man of God is who will be 

¥ the critical foreign missions work for our great church. 

Technology is a wonderful tool to unite the world, allowing this interview to occur 
Skype. Bishop Mathews was in his office sitting in front of pictures of Bishop Blake and 
a picture of himself and First Lady Sharon Mathews. There were also degrees and episcopal 
appointment certificates. His desk was adorned with a Christian and South African flag. 


The Early Years 


Bishop Mathews grew up in Metro Detroit, Michigan. His early memories are of 
his parents being saved when he was about five years old. His father worked at the Kelsey 
Hayes plant of GM. He worked with a COGIC pastor who led him to the Lord. He differs 
from the usual PK (preacher’s kid) because he was present when his parents were saved 
and filled with the Holy Ghost. He and his family were members of a COGIC church on 
the eastside of Detroit until the family joined Pentecostal Temple under the leadership 
of Bishop Isaac King in Inkster, Michigan. Bishop Mathews even attended the Christian 
academy that was housed at the church, where he received training and biblical knowledge. 
He self-reports that he rebelled in his teen years and even fascinated with the Nation of 
Islam because of a “‘frustration that the church’s message did not appear to be relevant 
enough in real life issues.” The church was not doing enough, he said. “The church was 
too insular in its thinking.” 

“The Lord brought me full circle.” His parents never gave up on him and in fact, 
his father led him to the Lord in 1991. 


The Call 


In fourth grade, Bishop Mathews watched a filmstrip on the Yanomamo people 
in the Amazon and declared that he wanted to live with them. They were climbing trees 
while wearing loin cloths. He climbed a tree and would not come down until his mother 
made him do so for dinner. He eventually traveled to Brazil but did not make it to the see 
the Yanomamo people. As Missions president, he promises to find these people and plant 
a church there. Bishop Mathews said that this awakened a desire to travel the world so 
much so that it influenced him to major in International Relations in college. He anticipated 
a career with the UN or with an NGO. 


Lady Sharon 


Bishop Mathews and his wife, Lady Sharon, were married in 1994. “It is impos- 
sible to articulate or emphasize how important Lady Sharon has been to my ministry. 
We are serving in South Africa because of my wife. I served as the Mission President of 
Great Lakes and Great Lakes Two.” The Mathews were very successful in Michigan but 


desired more; always supporting other ministries. When the call of God became evident 
on their lives, Lady Sharon indicated that material things were not important but that she 
would follow Bishop Mathews to the moon. “Our ministry in South Africa has grown ex- 
ponentially because of my wife. She loves people unconditionally. She has a counseling 
and intercession gift. I have been blessed with her. She is my partner. She will be leading 
some mission trips. I married a Special Ops/Navy Seal soldier!” 


The Journey: Michigan to South Africa 


Bishop Mathews was in a doctoral program at the University of Illinois. He 
completed the master’s portion of the program and left thinking he would work for the 
Ambassador or the United Nations. “I was talking with Sister Claretha Spencer who was 
a teacher at Dr. June Rivers’ school. She talked about going to Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic.” Through Sis. Spencer, Bishop Mathews learned of the “Youth On a Mis- 
sion” Church Of God In Christ program. He and his son took a missions trip and Bishop 
Mathews was hooked. Overhearing a woman state that she was raising money for a 
school, he returned home and raised $10,000 in three months. 

Lady Sharon accompanied him on the next missions trip. Bishop Mathews knew 
that he was called to the nations but was contemplating sharing this information with his 
wife. On the way home, Lady Sharon said, “I believe this is what the Lord wants us to do 
full-time.” The rest is history. 

They went right to work to prepare. Bishop Mathews put his résumé on mission 
websites and received recruitment calls, due to the fact that he is an African American 
male. He received calls from some of the best known mission groups, including World 
Mission and Wycliffe Bible Translators. However, God said to him: “You are Church Of 
God In Christ, do missions with your church.” 

Bishop Mathews reads, write and speaks Swahili so he thought Eastern Africa would 
be the best placement for him. Bishop Moore also indicated that they would welcome him in 
Brazil. However, Bishop Moody indicated that Ghana or South Africa would be the best 
place for ministry. “The moment I hit the airport here (South Africa), I heard God say: 
‘This is the place for you to be!’” There was a choir present singing a song in Zulu, 
“Iminyango avulekele ngawe” which is interpreted, “The Doors are Open for You.” He 
then told his wife that she would need to come and check it out. She responded that if 
Bishop Mathews thought it was the place, it was good enough for her. He then countered 
that he would come for six months then send for the family. She told him that they would 
all go at the same time! “She’s my ride or die,” Bishop Mathews said. 

The process began. They sold their home, moved into a smaller home, and gave 
away material items, cars, clothes, shoes and furniture. Ten years after marrying Lady 
Sharon and beginning their lives together, the Mathews were en-route on a new adven- 
ture, thousands of miles away from family and friends. 


bishop Moody 


It was very necessary to spend some moments talking about Bishop Carlis Moody 
and the fact that Bishop Mathews would be following such a giant. To the question “What 
has Bishop Moody meant to your ministry?” Bishop Mathews responded, Bishop Moody 
is just....the man! He has influenced me in so many great ways. I observed him for most 
of my life. He was my bishop for 9 years. His patience, wisdom, foresight is just amazing. 
He has been all things to all people. There will never be another Bishop Moody. I just 
want to build upon that. He is an icon.” 


Bishop Mathews has been blessed to have a relationship with Bishop Moody. He 
wants to have a Victory Tour with Bishop Moody to visit some of the places where he 
has ministered so that those around the world can celebrate his great work. “This will 
also be an opportunity for him to pass the baton to new leadership. He means so much to 
the world. I do not believe that most of us in the Church Of God In Christ know the true 
impact of Bishop Moody’s life,” Bishop Mathews said. He will begin raising funds for 
the tour soon. 


Ten years after arriving in South Africa, on December 24, 2014, Bishop Mathews 
received an email that he was one of several people being invited to apply for the position 
of Missions President. There were nine questions on the inquiry form and Bishop 
Mathews responded with 27 pages of his vision for the International Missions Deparment. 
“God prepares you in the small places for the larger work he has for you to do.” 

His first action was to call for a time of prayer and reflection during the 2015 
April Call meeting. Next, he is assembling a Dream Team of 50 persons to help plan a 3 
to 5 year rollout of the Missions Plan. Specifically, the needs of the department include: 

e 60,000 persons to become soldiers in the Missions army. That number represents 
one percent of the current 6 million members that make up our church. It is under- 
stood that not everyone will be a full-time missionary, but there is plenty of work to 
be done. 

e Increased participation in the trainings that will be sponsored by the department. 
Sessions are held at all major church conventions. 

e Financial support is needed to further the work of the department. While a portion of the 
Annual Founder’s Laity offering is used for missions work, more funds are needed. 

e Jurisdictional support of Missions by becoming endorsement. 

e Bishop Wives’ Trips — Seven day trips to include three days of ministry and three 
days of rest and relaxation. The first planned for 2016. | 

e Webinars to facilitate training of workers. Visit the website for more information. 

Church Of God In Christ members know that they are blessed with tremendously 
blessed leadership. Thanks have to be extended to our Presiding Bishop and Chief Apostle, 
Bishop Charles Edward Blake and the General Board for their visionary and anoimted 
guidance as they lead our church. It was a pleasure to be able to talk with Bishop Mathews. 
As members of the Church Of God In Christ, we should expect even more greatness from 
the International Missions Department. 

Kwangathi uNkulunkulu angaghubeka ebusisa iBandla Of God In Christ njalo. 
(May God continue to bless the Church Of God In Christ always.) TWT 


David-George Newsome is a former resident of Muskegon, Michigan who now resides in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. He is a member of St. Stephen’s Cathedral Church of God In Christ in San Diego (General Board 
Member Bishop George Dallas McKinney, pastor). He is married to Melba White Newsome, the father of two: 
James and JaMel, and grandfather of one, JaMilah. 


ce i iin 


\ } 
| 

Christ’s Extreme | 

Sacrifice 

Is a mandate for us to give | 

| 

our extreme commitment 

to righteousness, holiness, 

and honorable living in all : 

| of our pursuits. | 
| No exception! | 
) 
Extreme Commitment is knowing God’s purpose for your life, growing to 
reach your maximum potential, and sowing seeds that benefit others. | 


Reverse 


Is NOT'An Option! 


By Daniele Cooper 


I love how life’s 
natural experiences 
can awaken our 
spiritual being! 


Last 
spring 


I was on a long distance call with 
a dear friend. During the conversa- 
tion, the topic of the individual’s 
vehicle became the focal point. 
The individual began to share how 
the transmission on their SUV 

had finally given out. Naturally, I 
thought no transmission-no ve- 
hicle, right? Well, the truth in this 
matter was the individual was still 
using the vehicle as their primary 
source of transportation. Their 
solution for remaining mobile in 
an uncomfortable situation was 

to park in open spaces and in the 
instances in which they found 
themselves blocked in, physically 
push the vehicle until facing ina 
forward position. 


Wow ! How full and 


further along would our lives be if 
we applied these practices to our 
everyday living; if we made up in 
our minds that no matter the situ- 
ation or struggle, our focus would 
be set on moving forward. I admit, 
I’ve fallen victim to the, “if only” 
creed. If only I said this, then may- 
be the relationship wouldn’t have 
failed. “If only” I worked harder, 
then maybe I could have saved 

the house. However, living a life 
in the state of “if only” left me 
stranded on the road to nowhere. 
The more I thought about my 

dear friend’s car situation, I was 
reminded of the Shunammite 
woman in II Kings 4:8-37. In this 
passage, we are introduced to a 


barren woman who, along with 
her husband, befriended and, in a 
sense, took care of the man of God 
(Elisha). Through the course of 
the couple’s relationship with the 
prophet Elisha, it was spoken that 
the Shunammite woman would 
conceive a child. As the Word 

of God stands true, the follow- 
ing year the Shunammite woman 
conceived a son, just as Elisha 


woman’s faith brought healing to 
her household and restored the life 
of her son. 


“God is so good that He equips us 
with the tools with which to live 
this life victoriously in the midst 
of trying times.” As we continue 
forward through the remainder 

of this year, let us be encouraged 
in knowing that the sufferings of 


had proph- this present 
esied to her. 66 : time are not 
There came God 1S SO sood worthy to be 
a day in the ° compared 
Shunammite that He equlp S US © withthe 
woman’s life : : glory which 
when her with the to ols with shall be 
child fell sick E : revealed in 
added = Which to live this — us @omans 
This is the 8:18). Make 
good part life victoriously _ treaeci 
The Shunam- sion today 
an woman in th e midst of poe ee 

ad a seri- not live life 
ous choice 7 ; 2 striving to 
to make U ? ne umes. go back into 
- to wallow that which 


and waste time pondering over 
things that she herself could not 
change, or pick herself up and 
move forward. I love the strength 
of this grieving mother. She be- 
lieved and trusted in the Word of 
God so much that she saddled a 
donkey and went forth in search 
of the man of God. Even at her 
darkest hour, the woman did not 
revert back to “what if.” Instead, 
she allowed her faith to carry her 
forward. Through her actions, the 


you’ ve been brought out of. But 
let us declare that we shall drive 
and go forth because reverse is not 
an option in our lives! Be blessed. 
TWT 


Daniele Cooper is attending Greater Pen- 
tecostal COGIC in Wichita, KS where the 
pastor is Superintendent Herman Hicks 
and the first lady is Anadina Hicks. 


By Pastor Carl A. Pierce, Sr. 


The unrest that recently erupted in Baltimore over the death of Freddie Gray 
had not been seen in the city since the 1968 riots that followed the assassi- 
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Gray, a 25-year-old man, was arrested 
on April 12 and sustained life-threatening injuries while being transported 
to central booking. Questions lingered over the young man’s arrest and the 
severe spinal cord injuries he sustained. His death a week later launched 
protests and demands for justice for Gray. 


ithin weeks, six police 
officers were arrested, 
charged with false im- 
prisonment and contrib- 
uting to Gray’s untimely 
death. 


Similar to Michael 


Brown in Ferguson and Eric 
Garner in Staten Island, Gray be- 
came a symbol of police misconduct 
and his death rekindled a cry that has 
been heralded across America about police- 
community relations. His death also highlighted 
the systemic ills of America’s inner cities, ranging 
from police brutality, to inadequate housing, to limited 
job opportunities. 


At the inception of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake’s term 
of office as Presiding Bishop of the Church Of God In Christ, 
he laid before the church what he tagged “the big rocks,” 
birthed out of his deep concern for the betterment of mankind 
worldwide. Poor academic achievement, financial disen- 
franchisement, high unemployment, soaring crime levels, 


... Gray became a symbol of police misconduct 


and his death rekindled a cry that has been heralded 
across America about police-community relations. 


We continue to pray for justice and peace. 


the desperate state of 


the black man, and 
the breakdown of 
the family, were all 
a part of the vision 
he presented to the 
church. And when 
the unrest began 
in Baltimore, the 
Church Of God In Christ stood 
ready. The churches had a broad 
understanding of the challenges 
facing the city. 


Working in solidarity with clergy 
and faith leaders of various de- 
nominations, COGIC pastors and 
elders have been actively in- 
volved. Elder Ron Owens, a local 
businessman, who is well-known 
throughout the city of Baltimore, 
and Pastor Carl A. Pierce, Sr., 
Senior Pastor of Carter Memo- 
rial Church of Baltimore (both of 
whom were program participants 
at the Freddie Gray Memorial Ser- 
vice) have been on the front lines 
from the beginning. They continue 
to serve with a select group of 
faith leaders, elected officials and 
community leaders to address the 
problems that plague the city of 
Baltimore and its residents. 


Carter Memorial Church, in the 
heart of West Baltimore, has been 
named one of four sites as a rapid 
response center for One Baltimore, 
a Camden partnership initiative. 
The ministry is also a resource 
center for A Better Baltimore. 
Partnering with local nonprofits, 
Civic organizations and educa- 
tional institutions, the min- 
istry is moving forward 
to impact the lives 
of Baltimore’s 


residents. 


We continue to pray for jus- 
tice and peace. We pray for our 
governmental officials and for the 
residents of our inner city. We 
also pray for our police officers, 
including the officers involved in 
Gray’s arrest. And we continue 
to pray for better police-commu- 


And we continue to pray for better police-community 
relations in cities and towns throughout our country. 
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Missionary Rhonda hall: 
A Testimony of Prevention 


By Sonya D. Bradford 


https://www.goredforwomen.org/ about-heart-disease/facts_about_heart_disease_in_ 
women-sub-category/african-american-women/ 


“| was fat and dying.” Rhonda Hall had finally come 
to grips with her reality. Actually, “morbidly obese” 
was the correct terminology, but Rhonda decided 
not to sugar coat it. With diagnoses of hyperten- 
sion, diabetes, hypothyroidism and sleep apnea 
weighing her down, Rhonda knew that she had to 
do something about it - and by the grace of God, 
she did.As a result, Rhonda is the American Heart 
Association Go Red for Women Campaign’s story 
of prevention and proof that change really works. 


Determined to restore her health, Rhonda began 
making positive changes in 2012. A prophet was 
conducting a revival at her home church, Deliver- 
ance Center Ministries COGIC, and as he min- 
istered, he talked about the value of fasting and 
prayer and encouraged the saints to take their 
walk with Christ to another level. Inspired by the 
Word she had received, Rhonda ventured out on 
an | |-day liquid-only fast.“My fast had nothing to 


do with dieting,’ she attests. “It was strictly spiritual. 


| was trying to develop a closer relationship with 
Christ.” She had already begun a daily workout 
regimen earlier that year and had joined the “The 
Biggest Loser” competitions both at church and at 
the elementary school where she is employed as a 
special education teacher. 


but 


once the fast ended, Rhonda noticed that the weight 
was returning rather quickly. Having collected all of 
American Heart Association’s cookbooks, she began 


to put them to good use. From meals to snacks, 
everything she consumed was clean, or eaten in 
moderation. The healthy snacks she’s known to eat 


garnered a new nickname: “The Nasty Snacks Lady.’ 
Rhonda takes the roasting she receives in stride and 
consistently proclaims her mantra:“I have to eat like 
no other, because | have to live like no other.” A ma- 
jor car accident sidelined her daily workout routine, 
but since she had developed a habit of clean-eating, 


she continued to lose weight just the same. 


SSO ea ate ee SRR a 


E CS, all of the 
medications Rhonda was 
taking were cut signifi- 
cantly! Not only that, this 
former “four-shot-a-day- 
diabetic” was taken off of 
insulin completely. Never 
in her life did Rhonda 
think any of this would 
be possible on her own. 
Both her mother and 
grandmother are insulin- 
dependent diabetics, so she thought that would be 
her story as well. Because of the thyroid diagnosis, 
she thought she wouldn’t be able to sustain a daily 
workout plan. Every night she went to bed hooked 
up to a machine to keep her airways open just in 
case sleep apnea caused her to stop breathing. “| 
did Weight Watchers for years, but it wasn’t until | 
actually gave it all to God...He changed it and gave 
me the willpower to continue” Rhonda confessed. 


(AHA) through a 
private business 
venture which was 
a sponsor of AHA’s 
cause. After many 
years of volunteer- 
ing for AHA, she responded to 

a casting call which gave her the 
opportunity to tell her story. By 
providence, Rhonda was chosen 
out of thousands of women. In 
2013 she was the “Western Mas- 
sachusetts Leading Lady,’ and in 
2014 she was the “Leading Lady 
for the State of Massachusetts.” 
She currently serves as a “Nation- 
al Spokesperson for the Go Red 
for Women Campaign” traveling 
the country sharing her story of 
change and prevention. 


All of the other women who were chosen as na- 
tional spokespersons for the Go Red for Women 
Campaign had experienced a “heart emergency” of 
some sort such as: heart attack, stroke, installation 
of a pacemaker, open heart surgery and holes in the 
heart. Rhonda was unic ju I cnoser 
because she would be the first spokesperson who 
hadn’t experienced any of those issues because 


the lifestyle changes she had made prevented them 
from happening. Out of all of the factors that con- 
tribute to heart disease, 80% of it is preventable 
(goredforwomen.org). 
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Y¥, especially peladvocacy. “We have 

to bea better advocate for ourselves,” she stresses. 
Before Rhonda was diagnosed with the thyroid 
condition, she noticed that her ankles had swelled 
upon returning home from a trip. Out of concern, 
she contacted her doctor to let her that some- 
thing was wrong.““My ankles are swelling up” she 
informed her. Nonchalantly, her doctor replied:“Oh, 
everybody swells when they travel.” Rhonda sharply 
responded: “Ok, but | don’t.’ It’s very likely that 
Rhonda’s condition would have gone undiagnosed 
had she not been persistent in advocating for her- 
self.““You have one patient; doctors have hundreds 
and thousands of patients. So, take care of your 

one patient, which is yourself” Rhonda passionately 
advises. TWT 


Sonya D. Bradford is a member of Deliverance Center Minis- 
tries COGIC in Indian Orchard, MA (Massachusetts First). She 
is also a licensed evangelist and gospel announcer for 90.7FM 
WTCC. 


American 


) Heart 
Association. 


7 


So 


rce for Everything ( 


“— 


aa 


acs 


Ae iis can ie i 


a 


_ vr 


cen 


a 
\ i 


a act eet 
saeeay 
ees 


mm Daya 


® 


e ¥ ma 
peneporaled | corn uad eciviee | 


‘ Hanae Raat AE 


snatetensascosy Bene 


a 
rele (UE Hokeeboe Rte) Ga eh 


Available on th 


App Store 


i < 


oo 


ec 


i 


stn ameealiecnctaeeaeh 


ee 


Finding 
our 
way back 
to the 


one 


SSS 


thing 


Pentecost 


needs 


“The altar from which God 
gives us the gift of Himself 


oe 
is not for exploitation by 


insiders who grab and loot. 


: In the old system, the animals 
_are killed and the bodies 
- disposed of outside the camp. 


The blood is then brought 


| inside to the altar as a sacrifice 
. for sin. It’s the same with 
Jesus. He was crucified outside 
the city gates—that is where 
~ He poured out the sacrificial 


blood that was brought to 


_ God’s altar to cleanse His 
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he Bible gives many accounts as 
to the importance of the altar as 

a part of our worship. In the Old 
Testament, the Hebrew meaning 
for altar is “mizbe’ah,” “miz- 
beach” (pronounced: miz-bay’- 
akh), meaning “an altar” from a 
word meaning “to slay.” We read 
of its magnitude with Noah fol- 
lowing the flood (Genesis 8:20), 
its significance in the life changes 
and challenges of Abraham (Gen- 
esis 12:8, 13:1-4, 22:9), and its 
impact on the life of Isaac to the 
extent that Isaac “built an altar in 
Beersheba and called on the name 
of the Lord” (Genesis 26:25). 


In the New Testament, the Greek 
word “‘thysiastérion” (pronounced: 
thoo-see-as-tay’-ree-on), is the 
word commonly translated as 

“a sacred altar” — anywhere the 
believer hears from God and does 
what they hear by faith. Addition- 
ally, the altar is referred to as the 
meeting place between God and 
the true worshiper denoting the 
“place” of consecration, where the 
Lord meets and communes with 
the sincere believer. Therefore, the 
word altar simply means “a place 
to sacrifice.” 


There are many churches in this 
country that still have altars po- 
sitioned in front of the pulpit. Yet 
today, a lot of churches do not see 
the necessity for such a sacred and 
tangible place of worship. Some 
may even think that having an al- 
tar is antiquated and outdated, but 
this is not the case at all. The altar, 
both spiritual and physical, is the 
most important place in the faith 
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walk of every believer. It repre- 
sents many things in the life of the 
believer, such as safety, security, 
comfort, and a place where one 
can actually touch, feel, and expe- 
rience the presence of God. 


One of the most precious encoun- 
ters one could ever have in the 
church is to have a touchable place 
in which one can have a spiritual 
experience when kneeling and cry- 
ing out to God in prayer. No matter 
how rough the day, how difficult 
the task, how complicated the situ- 
ation — if we can just make it to 

the altar — we know God will hear 
our plea, settle our spirit, and make 
everything alright once again. 


There is nothing more precious 
than seeing a saintly mother on her 
knees in prayer at the altar. Many 
babies, who are now COGIC lead- 
ers, as well as laypersons who are 
working in all facets of the church, 
were privileged to cut their teeth 
on the altar when their babysitter, 
the church mother, brought them 
to noonday prayer and laid them 
on the altar while she prayed. 
Another treasured moment is to 
see the saints tarrying with new 
converts on the altar as the Holy 
Ghost transforms one’s life. 


It was on the altar where it seemed 
God spoke the loudest and the 
clearest. Many of us were prayed 
through, healed, delivered, and 

set free on the altar. This is also 
the place where we heard and/or 
accepted our calling, where our 
mothers, grandmothers, aunties, 
and God-fearing church mothers 
prayed for us when we couldn’t or 
wouldn’t pray for ourselves, and 
where many lives, both spiritually 
and physically, were spared all 
because of prayer on the altar. 


So, what changed? Why is a 
physical altar no longer necessary? 
Have we sacrificed the physical 
altar for a spiritual platform on 
which performance is more im- 
portant than results? In light of 
today’s environment, are we to 
assume that a digression from a 
tangible altar has caused a regres- 
sion in the way we experience 
holiness? God forbid! One thing 
is for sure — if it took the physical 
altar back then, it’s definitely go- 
ing to take the spiritual altar now. 


In the New Testament, the most 
important altar that supersedes and 
makes all other altars meaningless 
is the Cross on which Jesus was 
sacrificed. The Cross was God’s 
personal altar, since He was the 
one who sacrificed Jesus thereby 
taking away the need for a physi- 
cal or tangible altar. In Romans 
12:1, Paul admonishes us to “pres- 
ent our bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is our reasonable service.” Al- 
though the word “altar” is not nec- 
essarily used, it is implied since 
one offers a sacrifice on an altar, 
and Paul is talking about offering 
ourselves as a living sacrifice upon 
the altar of spiritual worship. 


It is by way of the altar that the 
Body of Christ can accomplish 
great exploits in the Kingdom, 
especially when it comes to this 
nation being healed, delivered, and 
set free from its many sins. Just 
as the Israelites were instructed in 
Deuteronomy 12 to “destroy all 
the heathen altars,” we must be 
vigilant in locating and eradicat- 
ing any “heathen altars” we have 
in our lives. These may include 
activities, attitudes, possessions, 
relationships, places, positions, 
titles, feelings of entitlement, or 


habits — anything that reminds 

us and tempts us to think and/or 
do wrong, which would turn our 
hearts from God. In addition, we 
would need to be careful with the 
purpose and intent of our altar 
sacrifice. If our sacrifice of wor- 
ship is done for vainglory and the 
condition of our heart is far from 
God, we have set ourselves up 

to be most miserable. Proverbs 
16:25 states, “There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death. 
““ So, we should never flatter 
ourselves into thinking we are too 
strong, too deep, or too holy to be 
tempted by Satan to sacrifice upon 
heathen altars of self-grandeur and 
narcissistic achievements. 


In conclusion, the real altar for 
saints today is the invisible altar 
which can be approached at any 
time and in any place - that spiri- 
tual place in the heart where our 
self-will is offered to Jesus to be 
burned up in the fire of His Spirit. 
The foundation of our church was 
built upon this very principle and 
with countless hours that were 
spent on both a physical and spiri- 
tual altar. Yes, the strength of our 
church will increase even more 

if we continue to build upon this 
very foundation — for the altar is a 
place of life-change and those who 
approach it should never leave in 
the same way they came, in Jesus’ 


name. TWT 


Dee, a 28-year veteran public school edu- 
cator, is a member of Cathedral of Faith 
COGIC in Euless, DX under the leader- 
ship of Superintendent J.E. Hornsby & 
First Lady Janis Hornsby. She is a member 


of Texas Northeast First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction. 
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Dorinda 


Clark Cole 


By Sonya D. Bradford 


Evangelist ~ Gospel Artist ~ 3-time Grammy Award 
Winner with The Clark Sisters ~ TV Show Host ~ 
Featured Preacher on Preachers of Detroit ~ Radio 

Personality ~ Founder & President of Singers, 
Musicians and Arts Conference ~ Clothier 
- Dorinda Clark Cole Rose Collection ~ 
Assistant Elect Lady of the Interna- 
tional Department of Evangelism 
COGIC & Revival Fire Coor- 
dinator ~ Administrator ~ 
Wife ~ Mother ~ 
Grandmother 


Singing, of course, is a love 
of mine because I was born 
and raised to sing; but .. ; 


TWT: When I was a little girl, I used to love watching a show called Won- 
der Woman. Are you Wonder Woman 2015? You have so much going on! 
Where do you get the energy from? 


DORINDA: I'm so inspired to do what I do; I love what I do! Sing- 
ing, of course, is a love of mine because I was born and raised to sing, 
but preaching is my passion. My fan base kind of keeps me going and 
energetic. 


TWT: We’re in the midst of a social media blitz. How has it played a role 
in your ministry and business endeavors? 


DORINDA: It’s really a way of life because we’re now connecting 
with the people who support us and follow our ministries. Particularly for 
ministers (preachers) when they can’t get our ministry in their actual city, 
they can get it on social media, which is a click away. That’s what makes 
it so, so, helpful for us as ministers because we can just post it and be on 
our way there. I think every preacher should have a Facebook page. Even 
if you have a business, that’s the way to connect. It’s really important to 
have that social media outlet and I love it. Not only that, I have a Dorinda 
Clark Cole app and it’s another way of connecting with a lot of my fans 
and the people who really support me. I have a prayer wall and people 
can write their prayers on it and I pray over their prayers. The app also 
allows my fans to know where I’m at. 


TWT: The world still has a love and admiration for The Clark Sisters 
that’s both timeless and unprecedented. What does that mean to you? 
DORINDA: That means the world to me because we’ve been out 
here for over 40 years. We never could really talk about our successes 
without mentioning our background, which is my mom, the late Dr. Mattie 
Moss Clark, who served as president of the International Music Depart- 
ment for the Church of God in Christ for 25 years. And of course we 
can’t talk about anything and not talk about the Church of God in Christ 
because we were born in the Church of God in Christ and that’s how we 
got our fame. Just the other day we were in concert in California and to 
see those people come out...It made us feel so good. We’re really older 


than we were when we started out 
and to see how God has given us 
longevity and the wherewithal and 
the relevancy that keeps people 
coming to see us is a major deal 
with us. So, I count it a privilege, 
I count it an honor to still be out 
here working. I’m on the road 
every week. It’s a blessing and 
our fans mean the world to us. 

It’s interesting how the generation 
changes and now we’re in Kiki’s 
generation. These kids are getting 
to know who we are because of 
their moms and those are our fans. 
It goes from generation to genera- 
tion and it is amazing that God 
keeps us hired. 


. 


TWT: Your mother, Dr. Mattie 


Moss Clark, was very outspoken. If 


she were here today, what do you 
think she'd say about the current 
state of gospel music? 


DORINDA: You’re right, 


she was very, very outspoken. If 
she were here today, she’d prob- 
ably say: ‘I don’t know about all 

of this stuff!’ [laughing] I always 
say: change is good. And I think 
that my mother would adapt to it 
because she’s always been that kind 
of person. She’s always had young 
people around her to make her un- 
derstand why this is good for us. 


TWT: Sticking with your mom, Dr. 
Mattie Moss Clark, how would she 
feel about the successes and ac- 
complishments you and your sis- 
ters have been blessed to achieve 
individually? 

DORINDA: I think she 
would be really happy to know, 
first of all, that we received a 
Grammy. And not only that, but 
we actually made history by being 
the gospel group to be nominated 
for all three categories and we 
won in all three categories. It’s 
really important to understand 
that God has given each one of us 
a gift to do what we do. All of us 
have won some kind of award for 
our solo careers and that’s always 
commendable when you can actu- 
ally achieve your success solo. We 
can reach more people if we’re in 
a different city at the same time. 
Collectively, we could do the 
same thing, but that’s when we’re 
in one setting. But if we’re in four 
different cities, we’re still reach- 
ing different people. I thank God 
I can still do what I do. Of course, 
singing is my love, but preaching 
is my passion. “Living It” is my 
fifth album, and I think this is my 
best piece of work when it comes 


to me and my solo career. I was 
blessed hearing the other day that 
my record was #2 on Billboard 
and I’m really excited about that. 


TWT: Your latest solo project, 
“Living it,” was recently released. 
Please tell us something about this 
particular offering. What do you 
want us to experience as we listen 
to it? 

DORINDAS It’s really actu- 
ally my testimony. This whole 
album is my testimony. I definitely 
want to give a shout out to my 
producer, Joe “Flip” Wilson. He 
pulled all of his writers together 
and they sat and they heard my 
testimony and began to write. I 
had never been in that kind of 
conference before. Every writer 
that you have seen on this album 
was all there in that room; they 
heard my testimony. So, that’s why 
you hear things about my ‘house,’ 
you hear lines about ‘I never could 
have made it without God’ or 
you’ ll hear things like ‘walking by 
myself, but God intervened.’ ‘Hurt 
while I’m ministering’ is definitely 
a testimony. So, it’s basically a 
faith journey that I’ve gone on. 
Every person that was connected 


to that writing conference that day 
wrote about my faith journey. 


TWT: Shortly after the New Year 
came in, a gospel legend made his 
transition. I’m speaking of the one 
and only, Andrae Crouch. What 
kind of influence did he have on 
The Clark Sisters’ music ministry, 
or even your own as a Solo artist? 
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DORINDA: 0h my good- 
ness...such a great loss...to the 
world actually. He was a hym- 
nologist; he was a psalmist; he 
was ‘all-in-one.’ I can’t even 
really classify this man. There was 
nobody like Andrae Crouch. All 
that he penned would transcend 
time. Songs like “The Blood Will 
Never Lose Its Power,” that song 
still stands now. We’re still sing- 
ing that song and it was originally 
recorded in 1967. One song in 
particular that I'll never forget 

is “Take Me Back.” We couldn’t 
even get all of the songs in at the 
funeral and the celebration. Can 
you imagine some of the great 
songs that we have from top gos- 
pel artists? Every artist was there. 
It didn’t matter where we were 

— we had to fly in because this 
man was such a legend. He’s done 


I count it a privilege, I count 
it an honor to still be out here 
\working. I’m on the road 


Nevery week. It’s a blessing 
nd our fans mean the 
orld to us. 
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‘I never 
could have made it 
without God’ 


so much that has impacted all of our 
lives that we’ll never forget about him. 


TWT: What can we expect from Dorinda 
Clark Cole in the future? My goodness, 
you're doing so much as it is! 


DORINDA: Well of course, every- 


body is talking about the show, Preach- 
ers of Detroit. 1’m working on a kiddie 
[clothing] line for both girls and boys, 
and that’s coming out in the mid-sum- 
mer. I’ve got a fitness video coming out 
and I’ll also be introducing a new cloth- 
ing line for the DCC Rose Collection in 
the spring as well. We celebrated the one 
year anniversary of the Gospel Accord- 
ing to Dorinda on The Word Network, 
and I’m also celebrating nine years on 
TCT (Tri-State Christian Television). 1m 
really excited about all of these things 
that we have going on. 


TWT: Before we let you go, please share 
some words of inspiration with the read- 
ers of TWT. 


DORINDA: Everybody goes 


through something and my motto for 
this year is basically that God would 
bless everyone’s homes, or bless their 
house. And it doesn’t necessarily mean 
the actual structure of the house, but 
it’s the people who are connected to the 
house. There’s really been some ma- 
jor trials and despair because of what 
they’re going through in their homes. 

It could be with their children away 

at school. It could be separation in the 
home. It could be a single mom raising 
her children, or a single father raising 
the children. Whatever it may be, I pray 
that God would continue to bless their 
homes. TWT 


Sonya D. Bradford is a member of Deliverance 

Center Ministries COGIC in Indian Orchard, MA 
(Massachusetts First). She is also a licensed evan- 
gelist and gospel announcer for 90.7FM WTCC. 


eople take vacations. Attendance 

fluctuates. Teachers need time off. Summer 

overwhelms us with events like family 

vacations, travel, conventions and more. 
Sometimes it is hard to keep the momentum going 
over the summer months. Here are some ways to 
keep every age group of Sunday School active during 
the summer months. 


Combine classes for special events: musical programs, 
Bible game shows, plays. Have a Christian movie event 
that aligns with the Sunday School lessons. Use class time 
to disciple to different locations. 


Field Trips—Service projects to sick/shut-ins, hospitals, 
nursing homes; tract distribution at parks, etc. Adults 
could be assigned to groups of kids. Travel time could be 
used to discuss things like being a Good Samaritan, etc. 
Some projects could be done on church grounds, such as 
preparing food boxes, making cards for missionaries, etc. 


Take advantage of the good outdoors. Hold classes 
outside when it isn’t too hot or raining. Youth or adult 
classes can sit under trees, a pavilion, or a tent for a good 
discussion of relevant topics. Children can sit in the grass 
for a Bible story and enjoy some added outdoor activity. 
Many traditional games can be used to teach Bible verses, 
Bible truths, etc. Children would especially enjoy water 
balloons on a hot summer day. 


Do special outdoor activities during the normal Sunday 
School time with community outreach in mind, like a 
carnival, canvasing, breakfast under a tent, car wash, etc., 
wherein tracts and/or information about your church can be 
distributed. 


Use Bible study lessons for Vacation Bible School or topics 
for sermon series. 


Develop a big brother/sister type of program, wherein you 
pair older students with younger ones to read a book or 


Bible story together, do a craft together, etc. 


Dorinda Clark-Cole had just finished singing a song with the 
women’s international choir. The spirit was high and the auditorium was 
filled with thunderous praise. Just when the service seemed to quiet 
down, another robust sound of praise filled the atmosphere. Without 
warning, | was caught up in the Spirit. Before | could comprehend what 
was happening, | was in the aisle, shouting. Daniele! Shouting? In public? 
Now, | practiced my shout many of times at home in the living room 
but never in public. But on a Wednesday night at the 50" Jubilee Wom- 
en’s International Convention in Los Angeles, CA, the Spirit got a 
hold of me.! will forever remember that special moment because it was 


a free praise that was uninhibited by the fear of being exposed. 


Fast forward to present day and I’m not so sure | would feel as free to praise Him. Over the 
course of the years, the use of handheld recording devices, along with social media, has filtered 
its way into the church. Together, these devices and platforms have been an outlet to expose 
what should be sacred moments within church. | realize that recording a musical selection, the 
general flow of the service, or the snippet of a sermon has always been a part of the church, 
usually via the video ministry. However, the level of church exposure streamed on social outlets 
today Is disheartening, 


Since that Wednesday night, | have attended countless services, both on a national and local level, 
and never has there been a time when handheld devices have been so visible. It seems that as : 
soon as the keys strike a chord and the drums make a beat, handheld devices are up and record- : 
ing. What happened to praising, worshiping and seeking after God? Are we getting our break- 
through by watching someone else praise or get their deliverance? Have services become about 
capturing that moment that will instantly go viral? Are we just looking to be entertained instead 

of being active participants when we attend service? So many questions and very little answers. 


Young or old, we should all hold our praise, worship, and deliverance services as sacred moments. 
As joint heirs in Christ, we are to be helpers one to another. In our coming together, our focus 
should not be on capturing the moment that will reach a million “likes”. Instead, our focus 
should be on covering and upholding one another. 


| 
So, the next time you're in a service and the Spirit is high, think before you grab your handheld | 
device and press record. This might be someone's first praise experience or moment of true | 
deliverance. Please, don’t rob your brother or sister of a sacred moment with the Father in ia 
exchange for a moment of entertainment or possible ridicule. TWT | 
| 
| 
| 


Daniele Cooper attends Greater Pentecostal COGIC in Wichita, KS where the pastor is Superintendent Herman 
Hicks and First Lady Anadina Hicks. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


History of Gospel Memorial Church of God in Christ 
“The Church That Cares” 


The origin of our church goes back to a devoted 
woman, the late Mother Annie T. Lindsey. Seeing 
children going astray, she gathered them together and 
organized a Sunday School. The Lord blessed this 
group and subsequently adults joined them. This 
fellowship became known as Prayer Chapel Church of 
God in Christ. 


Mother Lindsey was directed of the Lord to speak with 
a young minister, whom 
she had known since his 
early childhood, Elder Joe 
L. Ealy. After four months 
of seriously seeking the 
will of the Lord, Elder Ealy, 
at the age of twenty-six 
was appointed Pastor. 


On Sunday, June 6, 1965, 
the young Elder Ealy was 
installed as the Pastor by 
the late Bishop W.M. 
Morris, District 
Superintendent of the 
Long Beach District. This 
small church family 
consisted of seven charter 
members: Deacon James 
Lindsey, Mother Annie T. 
Lindsey, Mother Corona 
Grayes, Mother Rosie 
Curry, Sister Doris Allen, 
Sister Jean Porter, Sister 
Edna Morales, and First 
Lady Betty Ealy. Services 
were held in a small storefront building in the city of 
Wilmington. 


Immediately following his installation, the new pastor 
conducted a two-week revival. At the close of the 
revival, a business meeting was scheduled. It was at 
this time, by a majority vote of the membership, the 
GOSPEL MEMORIAL CHURCH had its birth. The name 
was revealed to Elder Ealy as he sought the will of the 
Lord. 


Within several months, the membership increased to 


such an extent that we had outgrown our small church. 


The Lord provided better accommodations in an 
empty store building at “D” and Figueroa Streets in the 


city of Wilmington. While at this location, the Lord 
saved and great numbers were added to our 
membership. Due to many unforeseen challenges, we 
were required to relocate our church three times. For 
the next few years, we followed as a pilgrimage of 
worship in various locations. Despite being shifted 
from place to place, Pastor Ealy encouraged us to 
journey on by faith. It was during this period that 
Mother Lindsey transitioned from this life to be with 
the Lord. 


In 1971 after 
worshipping at various 
sites in Wilmington and 
Long Beach, a permanent 
site was located at 1490 
Atlantic Avenue, Long 
Beach, California. After 
months of labor by the 
men of the church, the 
building was completely 
renovated. On Sunday, 
December 12, 1971, 
Superintendent Charles 
E. Blake dedicated the 
church. Praise God our 
long pilgrimage had 
ended! 


Under the leadership of 
our Pastor Joe L. Ealy and 
his wife the late 
Evangelist Betty L. Ealy, 
the congregation 
experienced steady 
growth. To accommodate such rapid growth Sunday 
morning service grew from one service to two services 
with standing room only. With the growth in 
membership, the walls of 1490 could no longer contain 
our congregation. The Lord blessed us to acquire 
additional property on the corner of Atlantic and New 
York Street. Pastor Ealy had a vision of the new edifice 
he desired for the Lord’s service, an ultra-modern 
sanctuary. His sincerity to the vision accelerated the 
momentum of the members in their effort for a 
successful building fund drive. 


The ground breaking ceremonies were held on Sunday, 
December 9, 1984. During the process of building, 
there were many challenges, delays, times of 


disappointments and discouragements. The members 
prayed, kept the faith and continued on. God opened 
closed doors and miraculously moved the obstacles 
from our path. On Sunday, June 4, 1989, our faith 
became a reality as Bishop Charles E. Blake dedicated 
our new sanctuary unto the Lord. 


We are a spirit-filled family and we minister both to 
the spiritual and natural needs of the Christian. It is the 
mission of the Gospel Memorial Church of God in 
Christ to stimulate scriptural growth, to increase 
scriptural knowledge, and to empower individuals to 
maximize their spiritual potential through preaching, 
teaching and community outreach. The church offers 
multiple ministries for all ages. The church has 
remained steadfast in addressing the needs of the 
members, the lost, sick and elderly. 


Throughout its history, Gospel Memorial has 
maintained a strong tradition of outreach in the 
community through a variety of programs. Members of 
Gospel Memorial organized a weekly hot meal and 
clothes giveaway program. The church has served as 
the site for the Orange County Food Bank, which 
distributed weekly food boxes to residents of the 
community. Thousands of citizens have been fed 
through these programs. The outreach programs also 
included Counseling for Drug and Alcohol Overcomers, 
Tutorial, and Black Infant Care. 


The church facility is home to various community 
organizations and is used for meetings, forums, health 
and family workshops. The Gospel Memorial Church 
has been designated as a City of Long Beach 
Emergency Communication site. The City of Long 
Beach installed six telephone hot lines in the church to 
handle community emergencies. The church was 
noted for distributing food to the community during 
the civil unrest. 


Pastor Ealy and the Gospel Memorial Family have 
received many commendations for outstanding 
contributions to religious life and for efforts to provide 
strength and guidance to residents of the area as well 
as providing a strong prograrn for the children and 
youth. The Congress of Racial Equality spotlighted 
Gospel Memorial as one of Los Angeles County’s Ten 
Best Churches. 


The Gospel Memorial Church now serves as the 
Jurisdiction Headquarters to the two hundred 
Churches in the First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of 
Southern California, over which Bishop Ealy presides. 
Several Jurisdictional services are held monthly, 
quarterly and annually. 


Our church has been recognized as a beacon light in 
the city of Long Beach. This house has been set aside 
for the worship of God and for the conversion of 
sinners. It serves as a perpetual light to guide pilgrims 
through the night of time to the everlasting light. This 
edifice is truly the Lord’s house. 


Fifty years later we are determined more than ever to 
reach the lost by communicating the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ which transforms the lives of men, women and 
children; and encourages them to develop a personal 
relationship with Him through prayer and a solid 
biblical foundation. 


EVANGELISM 


Under 
Attaci« 


By Reginald Boswell 


Evangelism is a gift that Christ gave to his 
church as a ministry to help the church per- 
form at its optimal capacity. “And he gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers” (Eph. 4:11). Being an evangelist 
is a gift from Christ, given for proclaiming 
the Gospel. “Preach the word; be instant 
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine ... 
4b But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, 
make full proof of thy ministry.” 

(2 Tim 4:2-5). 
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the work of the ministry and for the edifying 
of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12). 


The evangelist’s assignment of reproving, 
rebuking and exhorting are only effective 
when spiritually motivated to bring glory to 
God. The church is a spiritual agent with 
Christ at the head and seeks one agenda. 
This alignment is on a sure foundation. To 
avoid affliction by taking short cuts contra- 
dicts the Word of God and averts the long- 
suffering with doctrine mandate that evange 
lists must endure. 


To become or avoid being an evangelist 
chiefly due to a matter of gender is the prac- 
tice of religion. Evangelism is not gender 
related. Unsound doctrine exists where 
adherents are prevented to practice their 
gift because of gender coerced capacities of 
servitude. Like giving, the awesomeness of 
evangelism is something that every believer 
may have participation. The Great Com- 
mission applies to all who name the Great 
God as their Father and Christ as their Lord. 
‘““And Jesus came and spake unto them, say- 
ing, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:18:20). 


“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; 
and he that winneth souls is wise” 
(Proverbs 11:30). 

Evangelism is the life catalyst of the church 
because it is through evangelists that the 
church grows. The soul-winner is interested 
in the final outcome of the lost and will not 
send them to a place where the soul will 
not be nourished properly. They will be 
reluctant to point the lost towards churches 
that are less than havens of comfort. When 
evangelism becomes estranged from local 


congregations, it is like mass sui- 
cide because the soul-winners will 
avoid adding and seeking destina- 
tions for souls. These congrega- 
tions operate offline from God and 
have become as gated communi- 
ties for believers, social clubs and 
family institutions. Much harm 

is done to the Body of Christ as 
pseudo-evangelism emerges and 
is replicated by teachers who call 
themselves evangelists, but would 
much rather seek a name for 
themselves than glorify God by 
soul-winning. These would much 
rather see an increase by adding 
souls without planting and water- 
ing. The formula, however, is that 
God gives the increase after your 
gift is applied (I Cor. 3:6). 


Ll its The external location 

of a church should not dictate the 
force of evangelism within a local 
church. The mandate should exist 
in sequence, from Christ to the 
leader to the people, without de- 
crease (John 15:1-7). The enemies 
of your faith emerge to breach the 
hedge that is supported by prayer 
and complimenting ministries. 
These foes should be driven back 
by the tip of the sword that is the 
Word of God and the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ. Chris- 
tians are delivered from the bond- 
age of Satan, sin and this world 
system. The people of God are in 
the family of God. Evangelism is 
building through encouragement, 
and the tool used to transfer souls 
from the kingdom of darkness into 
the Kingdom of Light “‘as unto a 
light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day 
Star arise in your hearts (2Peter 
1:19c). The Day Star is Christ! 
TWT 


Reginald Boswell is a member of True Light COGIC in Huntsville, AL, where Supt. Dr. 
Terrell Harris, Jr is the pastor and Bishop Oscar L. Meadows is the prelate of Alabama | st 
Jurisdiction. 
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Pastor Johnnie Johnson came to 
Visit Philippians C.O.G.I.C. 
where the late Supt. Brady 
Lenore was the pastor in Mil- 
waukee, WI. There he met his 
bride on September 13, 1964 
and they were married 5 months 
later. 


When asked the question: 
How did they do it? 


It’s all about commitment to 
each other. Stay together thru 
the good and bad times, but 
above all Put God First. God 
should be first and the center 
in the marriage, when God is 
first everything else falls in 
place. Don’t forget to have a 
prayer life, it is much needed 
in every home. 


Vedding Anniversary 


Deliverance Temple C.O.G.I.C. in Waterloo, Iowa Honors their Pastor And 
First lady as they celebrate their 50th year wedding Anniversary. 


Vowing to love and cherish each other they were Married February 27, 1965. To 
this union they have two daughters: Katrina (Elder Carl McGrone), Queen (Min. 
Michael Beard), and 3 beautiful grand-daughters. 


Pastor Johnnie Johnson was Born in Durant, Ms. to the late Apostle Heard David 
Johnson and Rosie Lee Johnson December 3, 1943. He is the 13th child of 23. He 
became a licensed minister in 1964, and ordained as an Elder in 1967. He was 
raised in a home of strict and Godly living. As a lad he remembers his dad standing 
him on a stack of boxes to elevate him high enough to stand behind the pulpit al- 
lowing him to speak to the young people. Pastor Johnson established Deliverance 
Temple Church of God In Christ in 1980. He is currently the pastor of Deliverance 
Temple C.O.G.I.C. in Waterloo, Iowa. The Iowa Jurisdictional Prelate is Bishop 
Hurley Bassett Sr. and Bishop Leroy F. Johnson Auxiliary Bishop. 


First Lady Pearl E. (Saxton) Johnson was born August 1, 1946 to Deacon Richard 
and Mother Lucille Saxton in Altheimer, Arkansas. First Lady Johnson works 
closely and stands in full support with her husband. She is a woman known for 
peace, love and stability. She received her Evangelist Missionary License in 1989. 
She faithfully works hard in her local church with the women. First Lady Johnson 
served as a District Missionary for the L.H. Ford District Iowa Jurisdiction for 2 
years. 


First Lady Johnson Worked for John Deere Tractor Co. retiring in 2002 after 30 
years and being the first of 7 African American women to be hired for the com- 


pany. 


Congratulations Pastor Johnnie Johnson cf First Lady Pearl Johnson 
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In Jeremiah 29:11, Scripture tells us that God has 

a purpose and a plan for our lives. “For I know the 
| thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.” In John 10:10, the Scripture states, “The 
thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that 
they may have it more abundantly.” 


People, young and old, are searching for a purpose 
and plan for their life. They desire to live an abundant 
life. Some are successful at finding it; however, most 
te not. They search the internet and spend millions 
n books such as The Purpose Driven Life for clues 
that will lead them to success. Some Christians seek 
God in prayer, believe in God for direction, but 
after a few days, weeks, months or years, they give 
up hopelessly in despair. They have seen others 
find their purpose and succeed toward their destiny. 

| However, looking back on their failure and lack, 


that 
has tested me, 
‘ome forth as g 


they feel some people are chosen and have a special 
bond with God or a secret formula that He imparted 


into them to reach their success. Some be lieve 


that successful people come from 
a special pedigree; that they we 
born.in the right family or on the 
right side of the track. 


This type of thinking leads to dis- 


couragement. If you are trusting God to lead 
you to your success, then you must remember that 

a setback or delay does not mean denial or that God 
doesn’t care about you. Proverbs 3:5-6 states, “Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, And He shall direct your paths.” Just because 
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failed at pursuing yo r dream. or 
- heart’s desire does not mean God is not going to fulfill 
His promise to you. The Bible teaches us that the - 
steps of a righteous person are ordered by the Lord. 
When you obey the Word of God, listen for instruc- 
tions and surrender to His will, God will take full 
oe for the outcome oO a life. 


n oe people to” 
come into or lea’ n order to fulfill His 
plan and purpose. S times, the path to your goal 
will be difficult. J ust know that any trial you are go- 
ing through has been ordered by God. Setbacks are 
not there to break you, but to 
make you strong. There is no 
such thing as a coincidence or ac- 
cident. Everything that happens to 
you Is in the will, plan and purpose 
of God. Whatever is going on 
in your life, Gob loss, divorce, 
foreclosure, betrayal, sickness, 
tc.) is for a purpose. Every 
Ue 
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states, “... nor -do: we know what to 
do, but our eyes are upon You.” ~ 


we expect Him to do things a certain way. We 
e God will perform an immediate remedy to 
roblems, and when He doesn’t, we get dis- 
raged. This is why we must surrender our will 
ind heart t to ge Instead of being angry with God, 
68 With ourselves, doubtful of our skills, 
ity to succeed, our resolve should 

o holds my future and I know He 
-me. It is during the time of defeat that 
eminded by Romans 8:28, “And we know 

Il things work together for good to those who 
ve God, to those who are the called according to — 
iis purpose.” 


Life is full of challenges. In | Thessalonians 2: 18, 
‘ Paul states, “For we oo. to come to 


We cannot 
allow ourselves 
to become 
discouraged, 
but must trust, 
_ surrender and rest ee cote one 
in the L ord. 


»the Author and Finisher of our faith and many 


-certainly I, Poul, did, again and again — but 


‘Satan blocked. our way.” 


You have worked hard, perfected your skills and tal- 


ents, yet, like Apostle Paul, you are blocked at every 
turn. These roadblocks will come and can be caused 


by a variety of reasons, such as weather, people, lack 
of faith, sin, negativity, a test from God, or demonic 
spirits. In order to overcome demonic or non-demon- 
ic encumbrances, we must remain in faith. We must 


pray, believing that God will lead us to our goal, our 


destiny. We must surrender our lives to God and rest 
assured that He will carry us through the storm and 
watch over His Word to perform it. 


We cannot allow ourselves to 
become discouraged, but must 
trust, surrender and rest in the 
Lord. God knows how to get 

us to where we need to be. Acts 
13:36 tells us that David, by the 
will of God, served his generation. 
He fulfilled God’s plan and pur- 
pose for his life. 


When you have done all you — 


stress, retaliate or fear, but sur- 
render your entire self and wait 
oe on the Lord. James 1:4 


| 8 ‘But let patience 
have its perfect work, that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing.” TWT 


~ Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Missionary at West Angeles 
COGIC (Los Angeles, CA) where she sings in the Mass Choir 
She also teaches Biblical Studies at the Lynwood one: Cor 
- rectional L Detention Facilities. : : 
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- Tacoma, Washington 


By Elder Kyle Huckins, PhD 


ishop Leo C. Brown, Jr, 72, fits right in among those in the 
Seattle area, as he enjoys fishing and other outdoor activi- 
ties. But the prelate, over more than 50 churches in Wash- 
ington State, started his ministry in the Pacific Northwest 
while trying to head the opposite direction from the West 
Coast, wanting to go back to his native Washington, D.C., 
after a stint in the military. 


“Going from Tacoma to the other side of Montana, my car 
kept gettin’ hot every 30-40 minutes,” he remembers. “‘One of my boys said, | 
‘Dad, you ever think you might be like Jonah, runnin’ away from your calling?” | 


Brown decided to turn the vehicle around and promised the Lord he would 
start a church in Washington State if he could get back to the coast without 
the car overheating. Even going through the mountains, it kept at the right 
temperature, and True Vine Community Church of God in Christ was on its 
way to reality. 


In spite of True Vine's often difficult journey, it now has more than 500 attend- 
ees and a full range of services and auxiliaries as Brown celebrates 40 years 
since the church's founding and his first year leading the Church of God in 
Christ in his state. 


“We have a pastorbishop willing to embrace the young and the old, giving 
the young the opportunities so they don't feel left out, but also giving us wis- 
dom with those opportunities,’ says Elder Fred Ross, 31, who leads True Vine's 
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Music & Arts Ministry."“Even though we are a more 
established church in our state, we are still a training 
ground. We're not set in our ways, but able to change 
with the needs of the people.” 


The road to a mature church had some twists and 
turns. True Vine grew from a monthly prison service 
that Brown held. He says while he sometimes had to 
bear nitpicking criticism from inmates, his very detrac- 
tors suggested he begin a halfway house to help them 
move to life outside of jail doors. Today, Progress House 
is a /8-bed building, kept full by state referrals. 


“There are three meals a day we provide for them. 
We help them find employment, plus help with the 
transition to go out on their own when their parole 
date comes, and to get back in relationship with their 
family if that's needed,’ Brown explains. 


Cc Oa rESCE. Even as attendance stabilized, 


church members occasionally had trouble taking off 
the old man and putting on the new, as the prelate 
recalls having questions about how some were getting 
the money to give to an early-day campaign for choir 
robes. 


A pivotal turn came around 1980, as “God had sent 

a new group of people in the church, and they were 
from the street and other churches — not COGIC, not 
Pentecostal — but they were from the Baptist church, 
the Methodist church,’ he says.A church mother, Lois 
Bradford, taught these new members how to receive 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. From the 25 or so she 
helped receive the Spirit came many more, as the two 
dozen spread the anointing to anyone who came to 
True Vine afterward. 


Another positive factor was the music ministry. The 
church attracted talented musicians almost from incep- 
tion. Members say that at first, visitors would come to 
services for the music, but then started staying to hear 
the Word that Brown preached. 


“Ours would be the last choir up on certain musicals, 
and people would stay all the way to the end to hear 
us,’ says Ross, born into the church and a drummer 
there from |0 years of age. "We'd do three or four 
songs rather than the one to two other churches did.’ 


The Music & Arts Ministry has a half-dozen different 
groups, ranging from the main Inspirational Choir to 
the Youth Praise Team to the Brotherhood Group's 
quartet-style singing. Tunes may be old-time hymns like 
“Oh How Precious Is the Name of Jesus,” gospel songs 
by Ricky Dillard, call-and-response favorites or contem- 
porary Christian praise, such as “How Great Is Our 
God.’ The praise dancers bring a cutting-edge physical 
illustration of melodies to the congregation as well. 


The church’s motto is ‘where there is no vision, the 
people perish,’ from Proverbs 29:18. Brown's foresight 
has been to seek to get newcomers actively involved In 
his ministry as soon as possible. 


One major outreach is the Brotherhood Department. 
It has an annual revival and retreat, as well as monthly 
first-Saturday meetings covering a broad range of topics, 
everything from men's health to the use of technology. 


“We have a great diversity of men in the church, some 
who've been here for years and others in their early 
30s or early 20s,’ says Deacon Randolph Johnson, 


head of the department. 


“When the verdict in Ferguson came down, we got 
those young men together and asked, ‘What are you 
feeling? The verdict probably was not something we in 
the community agreed with, but we still have to uphold 
who we are and represent our church, our bishop, and 
our Lord and Savior. That message went across really 
positive.’ 


Not everything the group does is quite so serious. 
For example, Johnson put together ‘Bowling with the 
Bishop,’ which had men and their wives fellowship 
around watching the Super Bowl on a big-screen TV in 
the fellowship hall. 


True Vine also ministers to seniors. The Barbara J. 
Brown Manor, named after the bishop's late wife, is a 
23-unit apartment building that gives the aged a peace- 
ful, dignified place to reside, with the church working 
with a HUD program. 


At the other end of life is Operation Longthrust, which 
brings |20 children to Orcas Island, near Canada, for 

a weeklong vacation of swimming, Bible study, college- 
prep classes and more.""We also help them with skills 
IN getting along in the community, and those who don't 
know nothin’ about church, they get a real beautiful 
church experience there,’ says Brown. 


The quiet but strong bishop is at the center of a busy 
congregation and remains the cog that sets its wheels 
in motion. “Bishop and his late wife were instrumental 
in getting me and my wife to our church,’ says Johnson. 
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If you look up how the book of Jonah ends, the way- 
ward prophet finally heeds his call to Nineveh and it 
repents, with thousands saved and doom put off. Turn- 
ing around a car on a Montana highway has resulted 

in Bishop Brown and True Vine touching scores of lives 
across an even greater region than that of the ancient 
prophet's ministry, with the promise of many more yet 
to be reached by the Tacoma congregation. TWT 


Elder Kyle Huckins, PhD (Southern California First Jurisdiction) is a 
ongtime journalist and educator, as well as author of a new book, 
“Getting From Here to Eternity: A Spirit-filled View of the News.’ 
For more, please visit his website at www.gettingfromheretoeter- 

nity.com. 


LEGALLY SPEAKING 


With Attorney Uleses C. Henderson, Jr 


The Clergy Housing Allowance 


is Safe... For Now 


In November 2014, the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals | 
in Chicago struck down a high-profile decision by the 

Federal District Court of Wisconsin declaring the clergy 

housing allowance unconstitutional, and instructed the 
Wisconsin District Court to dismiss it.' The ruling stops 

what could have been hundreds of millions of dollars of 


tax increases on clergy and other individuals with tax- 
exempt status for housing. ' 


In November 2014, the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Chicago struck down a high-pro- 
file decision by the Federal District 
Court of Wisconsin declaring the 
clergy housing allowance unconsti- 
tutional, and instructed the Wis- 
consin District Court to dismiss it.’ 
The ruling stops what could have 
been hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars of tax increases on clergy and 
other individuals with tax-exempt 
status for housing. ' 


If you recall, last year I reported 
that the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation (FFRF) challenged the 
constitutionality of the clergy hous- 
ing allowance in Wisconsin and in 
November 2013, Federal District 
Judge Barbara Crabb agreed that 
the allowance violates the First 
Amendment because it provides “a 
benefit to religious persons and no 
one else, even though doing so is 
not necessary to alleviate a special 
burden on religious exercise.” 


Had it stood, Judge Crabb’s ruling 
would have only applied to pastors 
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in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana. 
But her decision sent shockwaves 
through the religious community, 
leaving many ministers wonder- 
ing what the impact of this case 
would be. Many tax professionals, 
including my personal accountant, 
began advising their clergy clients 
to prepare for demise of this critical 
tax benefit. 


The housing allowance is arguably 
“the most important tax benefit 
available to ministers,” according 
to GuideStone Financial Resources. 
The housing allowance exemption, 
which costs the federal government 
approximately $700 million per 
year, applies to about 45,000 min- 
isters, priests, rabbis, and imams. * 
Thus, in response to Judge Crabb’s 
decision, a broad spectrum of 
religious groups and the Obama 
administration urged the appeals 
court to reconsider the Wisconsin 
ruling. 


The three-judge appeals panel 
reversed Crabb’s ruling on “stand- 
ing,’ which means the FFRF had 


no right to sue because it did not 
seek an allowance for itself. The 
opinion stated that “absent any 
personal denial of a benefit, the 
plaintiffs’ claim amounts to nothing 
more than a generalized grievance 
about [the parsonage allowance’s] 
unconstitutionality, which does 

not support standing.” In other 
words, the FFRF should apply for 
the same benefits that churches get. 
This was the intriguing argument 
the Department of Justice made 
earlier in the case: that atheists 
would qualify as “ministers of the 
gospel” under IRS guidelines. 


While overturning the Wisconsin 
decision, the Seventh Circuit panel, 
however, did not address the hous- 
ing allowance’s constitutionality. 
The Court explained that “We think 
it important to allow the IRS and 
Tax Court to interpret the boundaries 
of a tax provision before we assess 
its constitutionality.” 


Dan Barker and Annie Laurie 
Gaylor, husband-and-wife co-presi- 
dents of the Madison, Wisconsin- 


0 eee 


based Freedom From Religion 
Foundation, expressed disappoint- 
ment at the Court’s unwillingness 
to confront what they called a 
“blatant preference for ministers 
and churches.” ? 


Annie Laurie Gaylor called the rul- 
ing cowardly, given that the court 
dismissed it without ruling on the 
merits. 


“This privilege which religion and 
its leaders demand is discriminatory, 
and clearly signals governmental 
preference and subsidy for the 
promulgation of religion over non- 
religion,” said Gaylor, who founded 
the Freedom From Religion Foun- 
dation in a meeting around her 
mother’s dining room table in 1978 
and worked from there to make the 
FFRF the largest organization of 
atheists, agnostics and “free-think- 
ers” in the United States .4 


Barker, a former minister and 
evangelist who left Christianity to 
become an atheist in 1984, prom- 
ised to “continue to challenge this 
indefensible favoritism for religion 
in other forums until the issue can- 
not be circumvented.’”? 


The FFRF challenges the clergy 
housing allowance because its 
argues, among other things, that 

a clergy member can use the un- 
taxed income to purchase a home, 
and then, in a practice known as 
“double dipping,” deduct interest 
paid on the mortgage and property 
taxes, and that ministers may have 
part of their salaries, some rivaling 
high-paid corporate executives, 
exempted —a benefit not given to 
other tax payers. However, the 
housing allowance serves three 
purposes: 

¢ It ensures that ministers are 


treated the same as similar nonreli- 
gious employees; 

¢ It reduces tax discrimination 
among ministers from wealthy and 
poor denominations; and 

° It keeps the government from 
making intrusive judgments about 
how ministers use their homes. 


Without the allowance, many mi- 
nority or poor faith groups would 
have difficulty providing for their 
ministers. 


Surely, this fight isn’t over. TWT 
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